When Do I Need to Clean Fiber Optic Connectors?
This is a difficult question with a simple answer. It’s difficult because most installers and sustainers don’t like the answer. But the simple truth is this: connectors must be cleaned every time they are mated. This means both sides of the connection.  This includes new jumpers, test jumpers, test ports, system reconfigurations, transceiver ports, bulkhead adaptors, switch and router ports, any connection that is inspected, tested or reconfigured. [image: image1.jpg]




Failure to implement a comprehensive, consistent cleaning program will result in a network quality issues and degraded performance. Furthermore, mating connectors without cleaning them can damage the feral requiring re-polishing or replacement.  

This means companies should plan for (and budget both time and money for) a program of continuous cleaning…

    Every connector component in process or prior to shipment.

    Every component during assembly and test.

    Every connector prior to shipment.

    Every connector prior to installation.

    Every connector after field inspection, and any time the network is re-configured..

Here’s a different way to look at the situation:

    Every connector must be cleaned before use...

    Both sides must be cleaned...

    For both new and used connectors...

    and the ports that accept the connectors must be cleaned as well as the jumpers (the connector plugging in) must be cleaned.

We cant say this often enough: Failure to implement a comprehensive, persistent and consistent cleaning program will result in a network plagued with elusive quality issues and degraded performance.
